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the land and the crop possessed by the people them-
selves as expressed ixttheir technology and beliefs.

To start our analysis from the material substratum
we will first attempt a description of the farm. The
lay-out of the farm, based on technical considerations,
has far-reaching effects on the organization of labour,
on land tenure, and on the kinship organization. The
study of it will be the best introduction to these more
intricate aspects of the relation between man and land.

I. LAY-OUT OF THE FARM

The lay-out of the farm depends on what kind of
crop the people select for cultivation. In this village
the chief crops cultivated are rice, rapeseeds and
%vheat. Rice starts in June and ends at the beginning
of December. It is the main crop. After this crop a
part of the higher land can be used for cultivating wheat
and rapeseeds. But these two crops are only supple-
mentary. The produce is only enough for domestic
consumption.

More than 90 per cent, of the land is used for
these crops. Along the margin of each yu> ten to
thirty metres of land is left for plantation of mulberry
trees and a wider space for house building. This land
on the margin is higher. It also serves as a dyke for
the farm.

The land 'used for the growing of crops is divided
into farms. Rice cultivation requires a regular supply
of water. Thus the lay-out of the farm depends on
the measures for water regulation.

My informant said : " Water is the most important
thing in the farm. The rice will die if the soil begins
to break due to dryness and it will also die if water